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	Commission on
Disability Access

And Design


MINUTES
Thursday, September 18, 2008

3:00 – 4:30, Oak Creek room, University Union

I. Call to order-3:00pm

A. Introduction of Graduate Assistant, Robert Sammons rks65@nau.edu
B. Roll Call/Introductions:  Chris Lanterman, Beth Pfeifer, Ray Gonzalez, Lionel Jacobs, David Camacho, Chris Gunn, David Scott, Debi Nelson, Steven Sasser, Matt Minister, Tom Uno, Karen Von Kay, Robert Sammons

C. Arriving late: Larry Gallagher, Priscilla Mills, Betty Zanot

D. Approval of minutes

1. 7-17-2008:  not approved because they were not present

2. 8-21-2008:  approved with correction-addition of Karen Von Kay to the meeting roster

II. CDAD Strategic Goals

A. Universal Design

1. Physical Space

2. Web compliance

a. Compliance

b. Usability 

B. Awareness

1. Collaborations with other commissions

2. Best practices

3. Framing disability

4. Co-curricular activities

C. Curriculum Building

1. Building courses around disability

2. Creating Freshman seminars 

3. Long range:  work with other commissions and offices to increase required hours in diversity for all students

III. Group Brainstorming

A. Universal Design Group= Lionel, Beth, Dave S., Matt, Larry

B. Awareness Group=Karen, Chris G., Steven, Ray

C. Curriculum Development Group= Tom, Debi
1. Floating ideas

2. Set priorities

3. Consider potential budget proposals

IV. Group Presentations

A. Universal Design

1. Create a training program=David Camacho asked who will get trained?  Response was:  Construction department, directors, contractors

2. Possible funding from working with other departments in order to set up a lecture series, or as later suggested by David Camacho, a film series

3. Focus on the necessities of universal design on the web

4. Look at sustainable/green design integration working with the faculty development group

B. Awareness

1. Work on a screen saver project to provide information the commission wants to get out to the students

2. Create and post posters, possibly student designed if possible

3. Put together a unique logo, possibly through a student contest, or from an end of semester project

4. Research what other universities and the city of Flagstaff are doing in this area

5. Get a student organization or club started

6. Put together PSAs, announcements and press releases

7. Question for David Camacho:  Can the Special Olympics be notified as soon as possible about the availability of the Sky Dome?  David Camacho will look into this.  The scheduled Dome closure, as noted in the meeting, is April 1-July 31
8. Suggestion about contacting a new fraternity on campus whose philanthropy revolves around Americans with disabilities

9. Potential for Theta Chi members, Robert Sammons an alumni advisor, will discuss with them about participation

10. 10. David Camacho reiterated interest in tri-university conference/colloquium on disability issues across Arizona universities 

C. Curriculum Development

1. The desire to add a minor in Disabilities Studies

a. Draft letter to other departments to determine what classes are currently being taught that address issues surrounding disabilities.  Possibly use these classes in the minor

b. If no classes are currently offered, get them to add 

2. Funding for faculty who design classes around disability education

a. David Camacho starts a discussion about the allocation of money.  Should the money go into research projects for this area, or should the money be allocated to teachers who create new classes?  What is the most efficient way to spend the money?  If new classes are created, what oversight mechanism will be used to ensure the class is continuously taught?

b. Will the new courses offered meet the requirements or standards of each department and college?

c. A suggestion was made to, in addition to building new courses, focus on “redesigning” old course to include material concerned with disability education

d. Should the classes target undergraduates? Graduates? Both?  David Camacho suggests focusing on undergraduates because it will be possible to get to more students in each class

e. Teaching modules are currently being developed(IHD)-draft should be available in the Spring semester

V. November 20th meeting

A. Don Carter, Fred Estrella, and Fred Hurst will join commission for a conversation about web presence and distance learning

B. Presentations by groups concerning project progress at October meeting
VI. Announcements

A. Memorandum of understanding from the Office of the President stating that the commission is to be a part of new facility projects at NAU; memo of understanding signed with CAS
B. PACAC update

C. Global Education Initiative-three recommendations

1. Competence

2. Understanding and acceptance of disability

3. Sustainability

D. Beth-October is Disability Awareness Month-The focus will be on history, and there will be a speaker, a time line, and interactive software (see flyer that was circulated)

E. Adjournment-4:31pm

