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Faculty Senate Executive Committee

 Meeting Minutes

Tuesday September 2, 2008
Please email corrections to Faculty.Senate@nau.edu  
1. Call to order and Introductions





Rich Lei
President Rich Lei called the meeting of the NAU Executive Committee of Faculty Senate to order in the Pattea Room at 3:10 pm.  Rich asked all to introduce themselves. 
Those Present:  Bill Culbertson, Marcus Ford, Liz Grobsmith, Rich Lei, Larry Mohrweis, Karen Pugliesi, Allen Reich, Blase Scarnati, Wayne Sjoberg, and C.J. Smith.

2. Acceptance of Agenda






Rich Lei

Rich presented the agenda for today’s meeting which moved and seconded to accept the agenda as presented. The motion passed unanimously.   
3. Opening Comments







Rich Lei
Rich asked for topics that the committee would like on the upcoming September 8th faculty senate meeting.  

4. IAC and Faculty Senate Involvement


 C.J. Smith/Wayne Sjoberg
C.J. Smith and Wayne Sjoberg provided a little background of the Intercollegiate Athletic Committee duties and responsibilities as well as their current makeup.  They also provided a copy of the minutes of their May 2nd meeting wherein they addressed proposed changes to their charter and a desire for Senate representation on the IAC.  They also are looking for guidance regarding how to coordinate and implement these changes.  Wayne then proceeded to expand on the developments that led up to this.  After further discussion it was agreed that this item should be placed on the September 8th agenda to go before the entire Faculty Senate.  A motion was then made that the Executive Committee endorses that the IAC become one of the Senate key committees and invite submission of their by-laws at a future date.  There was a second to the motion made.  A vote was called and it passed unanimously.  They were then invited to come before the Faculty Senate to present this at the September 8th meeting.  It was decided that this would be presented as a consent agenda item 
5. Summer Review 






Rich Lei 
Rich expressed his surprise at the very busy work that goes on during the summer months.  It is a very important time to have Faculty Senate Summer representation.  A new merit allocation plan is be readied to present this fall.  The Summer Compensation plan is moving forward from PALC.  Ron Pitt is planning to present to the university what they are proposing in this area for summer 2009. The textbook issue is now part of  ABOR policy and will be implemented at NAU January 2009.  SPEED is moving forward and the new buildings and building renovations will be underway soon.  Ernie Calderon has asked to address the senate at our November 3rd meeting.  He is asking to inform us of what is going on and thank the faculty.  A question was raised regarding the Senate’s responsibility, if any, for notifying faculty of the requirements of the newly adopted text book policy.  It was suggested that we invite someone who knows how this will be handled come to the October 6th meeting.  It was decided that we invite the manager of the book store.  Karen Pugliesi stated that it might be better if we invite him to come in September.   It was decided that Rich would invite the book store manager to address the Senate at an upcoming meeting.  

6. Comments from the Vice- Provost




Karen Pugliesi
Karen addressed her comments by explaining the importance of the Liberal Studies Committee, its charges, and some of the unique difficulties experienced in the running of this committee and its huge undertaking.  Last year the committee met with the Executive Committee to bring their concerns forward.  Based on this history she brought forward a proposal entitled “Strengthening Stewardship of the Liberal Studies Program”.  The responsibilities of the job of the Chair of this committee have exceeded the demands of years ago and are not adequately covered in the relief the time that is provided.  Therefore she is proposing that the committee is redesigned so that the Chair of the committee will fall under the responsibilities of the new Vice Provost.  He/she would be a non-voting member and would be responsible for establishing agendas, conducting meetings and insure that the business of the committee is conducted in a timely manner, and provide overall leadership for the immediate and annual work of the committee. This proposal was then discussed. A motion was made that the Faculty Senate Executive Committee endorse the proposal as amended to read The Chair of the Liberal Studies Committee will be the new Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education as a non-voting member.  There was no second.  Discussion ensued on how best to proceed given the various suggestions on how to handle this item. A motion was made that the Senate Executive committee endorse the proposal that the newly created position of Associate Vice Provost for Undergraduate Education be declared the chair of the Liberal Studies Committee as non voting member and that this be forwarded to the Senate for further consideration.  It was seconded and passed unanimously.   
7. Comments from the President


         

John Haeger  

President Haeger was unable to attend today’s meeting 

8. Comments from the Provost




Liz Grobsmith
The airport interviews in the search for the Dean of the College of Engineering Forestry and Natural Sciences have been completed.  It is yet to be determined who will be brought in for campus interviews the last week of September and the first week of October.  She also wanted to remind everyone of President Haeger’s upcoming campus forum.  She encouraged all to attend.   
9. Announcements / New Business  





Rich Lei 
Rich announced that there will be a speaker on campus September 29th from the Virginia Tech Police Department.  It will take place at the High Country Conference Center from 9-12.    

10. Adjournment 
There being no further new business a motion was made and the meeting was adjourned at 4:55.  
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